STATE OF MAI NE Docket No. 98-661
PUBLI C UTILITIES COW SSI ON
Septenber 1, 1998

PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COVMM SSI ON NOTI CE OF | NQUI RY
Notice of Inquiry Regarding Local (CORRECTED)
Calling Arrangenents to CLEC

NXX Codes

VEELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT, Conmi ssi oner

In this notice, we initiate an inquiry into the rating and
routing of tel ephone calls nade by custoners of |ncunbent Local
Exchange Carriers (ILECs) to custonmers of Conpetitive Loca
Exchange Carriers (CLEGCs).

We have recently become aware of a potential problemthat
occurs with calls to NXXs! that have been assigned to a CLEC for
an exchange that is within the Basic Service Calling Area (BSCA
(the “local” calling area) of the caller. W becane aware of
t hi s probl em when nunerous custoners of |ndependent Tel ephone
Conpani es (1 TCs) infornmed our Consuner Assistance Division that
| TCs inpose toll charges on calls described above. It appears
that Bell Atlantic does not inpose toll charges, but the calls
wi thin their exchanges are routed simlarly. Qur information
indicates that in nost cases, CLEC custoners to whomthe calls
are placed are not physically located in the exchange to which
the NXX is assigned, i.e., the calls termnate outside the
exchanges that are within the BSCA of the calling custoner.

To gain a better understanding of this situation, we are
opening this inquiry and scheduling a technical conference for
Tuesday, Septenber 1, 1998 at 3:00 p.m at the Commi ssion’s
offices. Al ILECs and CLECs are invited.

At the initial technical conference we intend to discuss at
| east the follow ng questions related to this matter, as well as
any others that are necessary to gain an understanding of this
situation. Those attending the conference should bring technical
experts capabl e of answering these questions. There is no
requi renent to answer these questions in witing in advance of
t he conference.

1. What is an ITC s basis for charging toll charges for
traffic termnating at NXXs assigned to exchanges within the ITC
exchange’ s BSCA?

!An NXX i s an exchange identifier; the first 3 digits of a
7-digit tel ephone nunber.




Docket No. 98-661 - 2 - Notice of Inquiry

2. Does Bell Atlantic inpose toll charges on such traffic
as is described in Question #1? Please explain your answer.

3. Descri be the physical routing of the traffic discussed
herein, including calls which originate within the exchange of
the I1LEC to which the new CLEC NXX has been assi gned.

4. How do CLECs and Bell Atlantic treat this traffic under
their interconnection agreenment? Under what section is it
cover ed?

5. Is the traffic that term nates outside the BSCA area of
an | LEC considered to be “interexchange” as defined under Chapter
280. What is the basis for your concl usion?

6. Do CLECs and | TCs have any agreenents covering the
i nterchange of this traffic?

7. In sone exchanges CLECs do not provide |local service to
any end users that are physically located in the exchange and/ or
the CLEC routes the traffic directed to the CLEC s NXX for that
exchange to a swtch and an end user | ocated outside the
exchange. |In those instances, should a CLEC be permtted to
obtain and/or use an NXX assigned for rating and/or routing
pur poses descri bed above? Are there any published rules covering
such usage? What are the inplications regardi ng NXX exhaust of
allowng an NXX to be used in this manner?

8. Does the BSCA rule require both ILECs and CLECs to
provi de service on a toll-free basis to all exchanges incl uded
wi thin any given exchange' s respective BSCA calling areas?

9. Are the agreenents that are necessary between
connecting carriers for the purpose of providing BSCA service
considered to be “interconnection” agreenments under the Tel Act or
do they constitute other agreenents for the exchange of traffic
solely under this Comm ssion’s regulatory authority?

10. Shoul d a CLEC having an NXX assigned to an exchange be
required to have a physical presence or virtual physical presence
in that exchange? in order to use that NXX for its customers?

11. Should a CLEC be required to either provide its own
transport fromits remote NXX to its first physical (or virtual)
presence or pay charges for that transport?

2A virtual physical presence is the connection of a |loop (or a |oop
termination that is physically | ocated an that exchange to the end
user |ocated outside the exchange by a private line, |eased channel,
or custonmer provided dedicated interoffice facility.
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Because of the possibility that some custoners m ght be
i nproperly charged toll rates for calls that they had reason to
believe were included in their Basic Service Calling Area, we
believe the matter should be dealt with as expeditiously as is
reasonably possible. Therefore, we are scheduling the initial
techni cal conference on very short notice, but we understand that
representatives fromthe ITCs, Bell Atlantic and the CLECs have
indicated their willingness and ability to participate in it. W
appreci ate their accomodati on and cooperati on.

Based on the information provided at the initial technical
conference, we wll determ ne what further proceedings are
necessary in this matter. Those proceedi ngs may invol ve gathering
additional information fromother interested parties, such as
I nternet Service Providers or custoners, or input on policy
recommendations and inplications. Watever further process is
necessary, we reiterate our commtnent to resolve the matter as

qui ckly as possi bl e.

Accordi ngly, we
ORDER

1. Al'l incunmbent | ocal exchange carriers, conpetitive
| ocal exchange carriers certified in Maine, and other public
utilities which have been assigned central office codes in this
207 area code be sent a copy of this notice.
Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 1st day of Septenber, 1998.

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SS| ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Adm nistrative Director

COWM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR: Wl ch
Nugent



